
 
 
 

 
 

Paying for Health Care When You’re 
Uninsured: How Much Support Does 

the Safety Net Offer? 
 

Local Resources by State 
* Denotes advocates who are in contact with patients who are currently or formerly uninsured who can speak with 
the media about first hand experiences with medical debt and other consequences of being uninsured.  
        
Arizona  
*Emma Torres 
Survey Partner 

Campesinos Sin Fronteras 
Somerton, AZ 

(928) 627-1060 
pda1@globalcrossing.net 

California 
Marty Lynch, Executive Director 
Survey Partner 

Lifelong Medical Center 
Berkeley, CA 

(510) 704-6010 
martyl@lifelongmedical.org 

Deborah Zahn, MPH, Project Director 
Advocate 

Alameda County Access to Care 
Collaborative 
Oakland, CA 

(510) 633-6292 

*Anthony E. Wright, Executive 
Director 
Advocate 

Health Access 
Sacramento, CA 

(916) 442-2308 
awright@health-access.org 

*Corey Timpson, Director 
Advocate 

Orange County Congregation Community 
Organization (OCCCO) 
Anaheim, CA  

(714) 931-6045 
occcoct@earthlink.net 

*Therese Alvarado, Project Director 
Advocate 

Fresno Health Consumer Center, Project 
of Central California Legal Services 
Fresno, CA 

(559) 570-1219 
talvarado@centralcallegal.org 

Nancy Rimsha, Directing Attorney 
Advocate 

Health Consumer Action Center 
Legal Aid Society  
Orange County, CA 

(714) 571-5229 
nrimsha@legal-aid.com 

Connecticut 
Bill Meyerson, Communications 
Organizer 

Connecticut Center for a New Economy 
New Haven, CT 

(203) 624-5161 ext. 309 
wmeyerson@aol.com 

Florida 
Daniella Levine, Executive Director 
Maria Rodriguez 
Survey Partner 

Human Services Coalition of Miami Dade 
County 
Miami, FL 

(305) 576-5001, (305) 467-4015-cell 
mariar@hscdade.org 
daniellal@hscdade.org 

*Linda Merrell     
Survey Partner 

CHAIN – Community Health Action 
Information Network 
East Central Florida 

(904) 295-3651 
LindaKids1@aol.com 
 

*Father John  
Advocate 

St. Mary Catholic Church Clinic 
Pahokee, FL 

(561) 924-7305 

Robin McDougal 
Survey Partner 

Capital Medical Society  
Tallahassee, FL 

(850) 942-7963 
robin@capmed.org 

Idaho 
Bill Foxcroft, Executive Director 
Survey Partner 

Idaho Primary Care Association 
Boise, ID 

(208) 345-2335 
billfoxcroft@idahopca.org 

Illinois 
*Claudia Lennhoff, Executive Director 
Advocate 

Champaign County Health Care 
Consumers 
Champaign, IL 

(217) 352-6533 
Claudia@shout.net 
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Tony Lowery  
Survey Partner 

Campaign for Better Health Care 
Chicago, IL 

(312) 913-9449 
tlowery@cbhconline.org 

Massachusetts 
Anthony L. Schlaff, MD, MPH, 
Director, MPH Program 
Advocate 

Department of Family Medicine and 
Community Health 
Tufts University School of Medicine 
Boston, MA 

(617) 636-6584  
anthony.schlaff@tufts.edu 

Marcia Hams, Deputy Director of 
Programs 
Advocate 

Health Care for All 
Boston, MA 

(617) 275-2917 
hams@hcfama.org 
 

*Carlos Julia and Leslie Greenberg 
Advocates 

Lynn Health Task Force 
Lynn, MA 

(781) 599-7730, ext. 226 
cjulia@nlsma.org 
lesligr@attbi.com 

Sonia Bouvier, M.P.H. 
Advocate 

Hampshire Health Connect 
Northampton, MA 

(413) 582-2848  
Sonia_bouvier@cooley-dickinson.org 

*Chip Jaffe-Halpern 
Advocate 

Ecu Health Care 
North Adams, MA 

(413) 663-8711 
cjoffehalpern@nbhealth.org 

Nevada 
Paul Brown 
Survey Partner 

Progressive Leadership Action Nevada 
Las Vegas, NE 

(702) 791-1965 
planvegas@aol.com 

New York 
Mary Dailey  
Survey Partner 

Northwest Bronx and Community Clergy 
Coalition 
The Bronx, NY 

(718) 584-0515 
nwbccc@igc.org 

Judy Wessler  
Survey Partner 

Commission on the Public’s Health 
System 
New York, NY 

(212) 749-1227 
ladyhealth@aol.com 

North Carolina 
Lynice Williams 
Survey Partner 

NC Fair Share  
Raleigh, NC 

(919) 786-7474 
NCFSLRW@aol.com 

Gina Upchurch, RPH, MPH, 
Executive Director 
Advocate 

Senior PHARMAssist 
Durham, NC 
 

(919) 688-4772 
sr.pharmassist@mindspring.com 
 

Ohio 
Trey Daly  
Survey Partner 

Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 

(513) 362-2814  
tdaly@lascinti.org 

Anne Hill, Chair of Board  
Advocate 
 

Universal Health Care Action Network 
Ohio (UHCAN)   
Cleveland, OH 

(216) 566-0117 ext. 211 
ahill@seiu1199.org 

Cindy Maxey, Field Organizer 
Advocate 

Universal Health Care Action Network 
Ohio (UHCAN)   
Cleveland, OH 

(216) 241-8422, ext. 19 
cjmaxey@uhcanohio.org 
 

Oregon 
*Ellen Pinney  
Survey Partner 

Oregon Health Access Campaign 
Portland, OR 

(503) 695-2806 
(503) 380-3288 (cell) 
Scotchbrum@aol.com 

Tennessee 
David Lubell  
Survey Partner 

Tennessee Immigrant Rights Coalition 
Memphis, TN 

(901) 523-7646 
dmlubell@yahoo.com 

Texas 
Klaus Madsen  
Survey Partner 

Texas Health Policy Institute 
Austin, TX 

(512) 465-1019 
kmadsen@healthpolicyinstitute.org 

*Ronald R. Cookston, Ed. D., Director 
Advocate  

Gateway to Care 
Houston, TX 

(281) 820-4616 
ron.cookston@gatewaytocare.org 

Utah 
Tanya Kahl, Director  
Advocate 

Health Access Project 
Salt Lake City, UT 

(801) 412-3989 
tkahl@chc-ut.org 

Virginia 
*Silvia Portillo 
Survey Partner 

Tenants’ & Workers’ Support Committee 
Alexandria, VA 

(703) 684-5697 
silvia_twsc@hotmail.com 
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West Virginia 
Paul Gilmer  
Survey Partner 

West Virginia Community Voices 
Charleston, WV 

(304) 340-3520 
pjgilmer@ntelos.net 

*Pat White, Administrator 
Advocate 

Health Right of West Virginia 
Charleston, WV 

(304) 343-7000 
healthrigh@aol.com 

 
 
National Resources 
 
Michael Beachler, Program Director 
Rural Health Issues 

Southern Rural Access Program 
Penn State College of Medicine 

(717) 531-2090 
mbeachler@psu.edu 

Patrick Chaulk, MD   
Health Access Issues 

Annie E. Casey Foundation (410) 547-3672 
pchaulk@aecf.org 

Dan Hawkins, Vice President for 
Federal, State, and Public Affairs 
Community Health Centers Issues 

National Association of Community Health 
Centers 

(202) 296-0131 
dhawkins@nachc.com 

Earl Lui, Senior Attorney 
Health Policy Issues 

Consumers Union of U.S., Inc.  
West Coast Regional Office 

(415) 431-6747 
elui@consumer.org 

Lisa McGiffert 
Health Policy Issues 

Consumers Union of U.S., Inc. 
Southwest Regional Office 

(512) 477-4431 ext. 115 
lmcgiffert@consumer.org 

George Miller 
Rural Health Issues 

Christus Jasper Memorial Hospital 
Jasper, TX 

(409) 384-1920 
gnmjr@aol.com 

Dennis Noonan 
Hospital Administration Issues 

Former Hospital President and CEO 
Salem, OR 

(360) 696-1181 
DANOON1@aol.com 

Janet Walton 
Prescription Medications Issues 

Volunteers in Health Care (877) 844-8442 
janet_walton@mhri.org 

Charlotte Yeh, MD 
Emergency Medicine Issues 

National Heritage Insurance Co. (781) 741-3122 
charlotte.yeh@eds.com 
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