
Resources List
Home Sick                      

How Medical Debt Undermines 
Housing Security

NATIONAL
The Access Project Robert Seifert (617) 654-9911, ext. 232
Boston, MA Policy Director & "Home Sick" author rseifert@accessproject.org

Mark Rukavina (617) 654-9911, ext. 229
Executive Director rukavina@accessproject.org

*Andrew Cohen (617) 654-9911, ext. 231
Liaison to Consumer Stories acohen@accessproject.org

ACORN *Amy Schur (213) 747-4211, ext. 210
Media contacts for all ACORN sites Campaign Director campaigndirect@acorn.org

*Allison Conyers (202) 547-2500
Press Coordinator acorncomm@acorn.org

Lez Trujillo w: (312) 939-1611 c: (510) 599-5908
Field Director, ACORN Housing 
Corporation 

ahcwestlc@acorn.org

National Consumer Law Center Chi Chi Wu (617) 226-0326
Boston, MA Staff Attorney cwu@nclc.org

National Low Income Housing Coalition Danilo Pelletiere (202) 662-1530, ext. 237
Washington, D.C. Research Director danilo@nlihc.org

CALIFORNIA
Fresno Health Consumer Center at 
Central CA Legal Services Yolonda Reeves (559) 570-1224
Fresno, CA Attorney yreeves@centralcallegal.org

Health Access Anthony Wright (916) 442-2308 
Sacramento, CA Executive Director awright@health-access.org        

CONNECTICUT
Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU) William Meyerson (203) 214-9169
New Haven, CT Communications Director wmeyerson@aol.com

Jason McGahan (203) 785-1367   
Research Analyst jasonmcgahan@comcast.net 

FLORIDA
United Way of Palm Beach County Dianne Laubert (561) 375-6667
Boynton Beach, FL Communications Manager diannelaubert@unitedwaypbc.org

Carter Elliott (561) 375-6686
Survey partner, Director-Prosperity 
Campaign

carterelliott@unitedwaypbc.org

*Denotes advocates who are in contact with consumers willing to speak to media about their first hand experiences 
with housing problems related to medical debt.
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Consumer Credit Counseling Service 
(CCCS) Jessica Cecere (561) 515-2301
West Palm Beach, FL President Jessica.Cecere@cccsinc.org

*Hilda Alexander-Exaus (561) 504-7036
Credit Counselor Hilda.Alexander-Exaus@cccsinc.org

Community Health Action Information 
Network (CHAIN) Linda Merrell (386) 295-3651 
Ormond Beach, FL Government Affairs LindaKids1@aol.com

Lisa Margulis (954) 791-7314 
Executive Director lisam@floridachain.org 

Human Services Coalition of Dade 
County, Inc. Priya Sampath (305) 576 5001 
Miami, FL Advocate priyas@hscdade.org

Liz Tracy (305) 576 5001 
Advocate lizt@hscdade.org

ILLINOIS
Champaign County Health Care 
Consumers *Claudia Lennhoff (217) 352-6533,  ext. 11    
Champaign, IL Executive Director claudia@shout.net 

IOWA
Making Connections Becky Miles-Polka (515) 274-1330
Des Moines, IA Survey partner b.milespolka@mchsi.com
Institute for Social and Economic 
Development Chuck Palmer (515) 283-0940, ext. 28
Des Moines, IA Survey partner cpalmer@ised.org

Home, Inc. *Pam Carmichael (515) 243-3522, ext. 16
Des Moines, IA Executive Director staff@homeincdsm.org
Citizens for Community Improvement 
(CCI) Jerri Scott (515) 255-0800

Des Moines, IA
Home Ownership Education & Money 
Management Counselor jerri@iowacci.org

Greater Des Moines Habitat for 
Humanity

*Peggy Aguilar (Not available until 
Nov. 11) w: (515) 471-8686 c:  (515) 238-5785

Des Moines, IA Director of Family Services paguilar@dmhabitat.org

KANSAS
Kansas Health Consumer Coalition *Laurie Marshall (785) 233-8483 
Topeka, KS Director ldmarshall@kspca.org

MASSACHUSETTS
Massachusetts Affordable Housing 
Alliance Tom Callahan (617) 822-9100               
Dorchester, MA Executive Director tcallahan@mahahome.org   

MISSOURI

St. Louis University, Department of 
Media Relations Rachel Doyle (314) 977-2538

St. Louis, MO Press Coordinator doylerl@slu.edu

*Denotes advocates who are in contact with consumers willing to speak to media about their first hand experiences 
with housing problems related to medical debt.

*Denotes advocates who are in contact with consumers willing to speak to media about their first hand experiences 
with housing problems related to medical debt.
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Center for Health Law Studies, St. 
Louis U. School of Law Sidney Watson  (314) 977-2751
St. Louis, MO Survey partner sdwatson@aol.com

Missouri Citizen Education Fund Margarida Jorge w: (314) 531-2288 c: (314) 750-6975
St. Louis, MO Advocate moprovote@mindspring.com
Service Employees International Union 
MO State Council Sara Howard

w: (314) 533-3633 ext. 11 c: (314) 484-
1081

St. Louis, MO Advocate sara@seiumo.org

Catholic Commission on Housing Jane Schoeck (314) 241-5600, ext. 106
St. Louis, MO Housing Advocate jschoeck@ccstl.org 

St. Louis Area Jobs with Justice Lara Granich (314) 644-0466
St. Louis, MO Executive Director lara@stl-jwj.org

*Danielle Christmas (314) 644-0466, ext. 11 
Organizer danielle@stl-jwj.org

NEW YORK
New York Immigration Coalition Adam Gurvitch (212) 627-2227, ext. 222
New York, NY Advocate agurvitch@thenyic.org

OHIO

Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati Hugh F. "Trey" Daly III (513) 362-2814 
Cincinnati, OH Senior Attorney tdaly@lascinti.org 
Care for Ohio, Service Employees 
International Union (SEIU) Joyce Moscato (614) 324-7419
Columbus, OH Advocate moscatoj@seiu.org

*Melinda Battenburg w: (614) 324-7428 c: (614) 286-4954
Communications Director mmw1975@hotmail.com

OKLAHOMA
Community Action Project of Tulsa 
County Cathryn Mason (918) 382-3216
Tulsa, OK Press Coordinator cmason@captc.org

Steven Dow (918) 382-3217
Survey partner, Executive Director sdow@captc.org

*Brandy Holleyman (918) 382-3327
Survey Partner, Advocate bholleyman@captc.org

Nathan Halverson (918) 382-3241
Press Coordinator nhalverson@captc.org

VIRGINIA

Tenants & Workers Support Committee Silvia Portillo (703) 684-5697  
Alexandria, VA Advocate sportillo@twsc.org 

Jon Liss (703) 684-5697  
Advocate jliss@twsc.org  
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