
 

 
 
 
 

Issue Brief No. 2:  
2007 Health Insurance Survey of Farm and Ranch 

Operators 
 

Resources List 
         

 

*Denotes advocates who are in contact with farmers and ranchers. 
 

NATIONAL  
The Access Project Carol Pryor 

Senior Policy Analyst  
 
Mark Rukavina 
Executive Director  
 
Nancy Kohn 
Liaison to consumer 
stories 
 

(617) 654-9911 ext. 227 
carol@accessproject.org
 
(617) 654-9911 ext. 229 
rukavina@accessproject.org
 
(617) 654-9911 ext. 230 
nkohn@accessproject.org
 

The Heller School for Social 
Policy and Management is a 
Graduate School of Brandeis 
University 

Jeffrey Prottas, PhD 
Professor of public 
policy at the Heller 
Graduate School  
 

(781) 736 3955 
prottas@brandeis.edu
 

The Center for Rural Health at 
the University of North Dakota 

Alana Knudson, PhD 
Associate Director  
Research Center for 
Rural Health 
 

(701) 777-4205  
aknudson@medicine.nodak.edu
 

United States Department of 
Agriculture National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) under a 
contract with The Access Project 

David Knopf 
Director of the North 
Dakota NASS Field 
Office 
 

(701) 239-5306 
David_Knopf@nass.usda.gov
 

BY STATE 
IOWA 
Iowa Department of Health Doreen Chamberlain 

Chief, Iowa Bureau of 
Health Care Access 
 

(515) 281-8517 
dchamber@idph.ia.us
 

IA State Office of Rural Health 
 

Kathy Williams 
Coordinator 

(515) 281-7224 
kwilliam@idph.state.ia.us
 

State Public Policy Group Tom Slater  
CEO and Founder  
 
Arlinda McKeen 
President and Chief 
Operating Officer 

(515) 243-2000 
tslater@sppg.com
 
amckeen@sppg.com
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*Iowa for Health Care 
 

Kirsten Running-
Marquardt 
 
Andrew Mertens 
Communication 
Director  
 

(319) 330-9899 c 
kirstenrunning@hotmail.com
 
(319) 759-7088 c 
andrew.mertens@gmail.com
 

*AgriSafe Network 
 

Natalie C. Roy, MPH 
Executive Director 
 

(985) 845-1116 
nroy@agrisafe.org

MINNESOTA 
Minnesota Department of Public 
Health, Office of Rural Health 
and Primary Care 
 

Mark Schoenbaum 
Director 
 

(651) 201-3859 
mark.schoenbaum@health.state.mn.us
 
 

League of Rural Voters Niel Ritchie (612) 879-7578 
niel@leagueofruralvoters.org
info@leagueofruralvoters.org
 

MISSOURI  
Missouri Department of Health & 
Senior Services  
 

Barry Backer 

 

(573) 751-6219 
barry.backer@dhss.mo.gov

MONTANA 
Montana Area Health Education 
Center and Montana Office of 
Rural Health at Montana State 
University-Bozeman 

Kristin Juliar 
Director 

(406) 994-6003 
kjuliar@montana.edu

NEBRASKA 
Nebraska Office of Rural Health 
 

Dennis Berens 
Director 
 

(402) 471-0142 
dennis.berens@hhss.ne.gov
 

*Center for Rural Affairs Jon Bailey 
Rural Research and 
Analysis Program 
Director 

(402) 687-2100 ext. 1013 
jonb@cfra.org
 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Office of Rural Health Lynett Dickson 

Director 
ldickson@medicine.nodak.edu
 
 

Office of Rural Health Brad Gibbens 
Associate Director for 
Community 
Development and 
Policy 

(701) 777-3848 
bgibbens@medicine.nodak.edu

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Office of Rural Health 
 

Bernie Osberg 
Director 
 

(605) 773-4945 
bernie.osberg@state.sd.us
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